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Town Meeting

A new initiative aimed at curbing shoplifting, theft and anti-social behaviour in conjunction with Project Servator and
the impact of child delinquency on Police resources featured prominently in the Neighbourhood Police report at the
Ardington Hotel on the evening of Wednesday 21st May.

Inspector Sharon Sawyer said that the initiative — “Keeping our Town Centre safe” will be focused on Worthing and
Shoreham town centres. One of the objectives will be to find out where footfall is highest and both Police and PCSOs
will be visable in those areas accordingly, including outside the Guildbourne Centre, Warwick Street and the seafront.

This will be reinforced by Project Servator, which is a policing tactic that aims to disrupt a range of criminal activity,
including terrorism, while providing a reassuring presence for the public. It relies on police working with the community
—businesses, partners and members of the public —to build a network of vigilance and encourage suspicious activity to
be reported. Project Servator has been successful in gathering intelligence that has assisted Counter Terrorism Units
across the UK in investigating and preventing acts of terror. It has resulted in arrests for a multitude of offences and is
responsible for removing firearms, knives and drugs from the streets.

People tend to gather outside in large numbers in warm weather and that is where terrorists concentrate their activities,
so the Police will be looking for evidence of suspicious behaviour and engaging with local businesses and the town
rangers with the aim of providing reassurance and building community resilience.

A significant amount of work is being done with young children and, though there have been no stabbings lately, a
disproportionate amount of Police time is being spent in dealing with a core of young offenders, some of whom have
links with troublemakers outside Worthing; however, partnership work involving youth officers is proving effective in
bringing this under control.

Inspector Sawyer also paid tribute to the work of the PCSOs and the Government’s decision to set offenders to work on
mending potholes and painting and decoration, as making for a possible route towards achieving gainful employment.

Knife Crime

As regards knife crime, Operation Sceptre week is now behind us but Sussex Police continue to encourage the publicto
drop off any dangerous or unwanted knives and blades at their knife amnesty bins, and reporting knife crime where
known or suspected.

Knife amnesty bins are available all year round in police stations across Sussex where people are encouraged to dispose
of knives and blades in safety, with without consequences or questions asked.

https://adurnhw.my.canva.site/



Ketamine

—also known as special K, vitamin K, or kit kat - has become fashionable in recent years as a recreational
drug among young people, the latest government statistics showing that its usage among 16-24 year olds
in England has tripled since 2016. But in fact its effects are insidious and highly dangerous, not least
because many people, younger ones in particular, wrongly see it as a lower-risk drug. An estimated
269,000 people aged 16-59 reported ketamine use in the year ending March 2024.

Ketamine, which is a powerful horse tranquiliser and anaesthetic, is a licensed drug and can be prescribed
medically but, on the illicit market, is cheaper than cocaine or MDMA (ecstasy), costing about £20 a gram.
However, prolonged use can lead to serious mental and physical health issues, including dissociation
resulting in amnesia, bladder problems (such as incontinence) and, tragically, risks of suicide, overdose,
and death. Around half of young patients whose bladders have been damaged by ketamine use end up
needing surgery.

When taken in small doses, the drug typically takes about 15 minutes to work and induces euphoria,
relaxation and a slight sense of detachment. The effects can wear off from about 40 minutes to just over
an hour after taking it, and repeat dosing is required to maintain a “high”.

The UK government is seeking expert advice on whether to reclassify ketamine as a Class A drug. This
would mean anyone found guilty of supplying it could be sentenced to imprisonment for life.

Meanwhile, if you know of or suspect ketamine dealing in your community, contact the Police or speak
anonymously to Crimestoppers on: https://crimestoppers-uk.org/.

Tim Drew
Scams

As of April 2025, the total number of phishing scams (which is where criminals use fake emails, text
messages, QR codes, or phone calls to trick victims) reported to the Suspicious Email Reporting Service
(SERS) reached over 41 million since its launch in April 2020. This has resulted in 217,000 scams being
removed from across 393,395 websites pages by the National Cyber Security Centre.

Insight revealed by Action Fraud, the national fraud and cyber crime reporting service, shows that the top
industries impersonated in reported phishing emails included streaming services, tech and
telecommunication companies, with some posing as a variety of UK government schemes. Action Fraud
has therefore launched a phishing awareness campaign to urge the public to beware of phishing scams,
and report all emails and messages if they look suspicious.

Spam calls and suspicious text messages can be reported, too. By using 7726, a free service offered by
mobile network providers, customers can forward suspicious text messages, which helps the removal of
scam websites and allows networks to block users from sending scam text messages. Between April 2020
and April 2025, more than 27,000 scams were removed as a result of being reported using 7726.

So, if you've received an email, text message or call that doesn’t seem quite right, make sure that it’s
genuine: if the organisation is known to you, contact it directly using an email address or phone number
that you know to be correct or by calling 159 for banks. Emails should be forwarded to
report@phishing.gov.uk and texts and phone calls can be forwarded by text to 7726 —in the case of
phone calls, report it by sending a text to 7726 with the word ‘call’ followed by the scam caller’s number.
Remember that the Caller ID display on your phone is not proof of ID, so do not trust it.

In cases where the caller is not known to you, simply break the contact — don’t reply, click on any links,
call any phone numbers and certainly don’t make any payments.



West Sussex bikers offered a chance to refresh their skills this spring

West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service is encouraging people to sign up for a free life-saving Biker Down workshop
to help them stay safe on the road.

The workshop will include training on scene management following a collision involving a motorbike, first aid,
including helmet removal, and how to best be seen on the road — vital skills which could save a life.

Biker Down instructor, Richard Poole, said: “Biker Down training is useful for all road users, not just bikers.

“As the weather gets warmer and we start to see more bikers on the road, there’s always a chance that you
could be the first one on the scene at a road traffic collision involving a motorbike. The actions taken in the
early moments are essential to minimise injuries.

Councillor Duncan Crow, Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire and Rescue, said: “Biker Down is a very
worthwhile course, helping to keep everyone safe on our roads. This free workshop is a valuable opportunity to
learn skills that could save someone’s life. If you haven’t had the chance to attend a session yet, | would
encourage you to book a place at our next workshop.”

Further Biker Down workshops have also been scheduled on the following dates:
e Shoreham: Thursday 24 July

For more information on Biker Down workshops, please email FRSFirebike @westsussex.gov.uk.

Beware of the lottery letter scam

e ———

= | ——

Postal scams are getting more sophisticated, and it can be difficult to spot the difference between scam mail,
junk mail and offers from legitimate companies.

Recently, the team at Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove spotted a postal scam attempt whilst they were
with one of their elderly Home Help customers.

The customer had rung a number from a fake People’s Postcode Lottery letter, which stated she had won
£395,000. On the call, the scammer was asking her to pay a £1,800 fee so she could get the money and was
asking her to keep the news private.

Luckily, Home Help heard this conversation and stepped in to stop the scam going any further.
To make sure you don’t become a postal scam victim, follow the link below for advice and guidance.

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/money-legal/scams-fraud/postal-scams

POCA hearing

A POCA hearing (also known as a confiscation hearing) is a legal proceeding that takes place after a criminal
conviction, typically in the crown court, to determine and recover assets gained from criminal activity. The goal
is to identify and seize any ill-gotten gains, and any defendants are required to pay the confiscated amount by
a set date.

The funds recovered will be primarily directed towards the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) and law
enforcement agencies, while Sussex Police will also secure a portion which will help to support tackling
organised criminality.

Detective Chief Inspector Antony Leadbeatter, from the Sussex Police Economic Crime Unit, said: “Our
colleagues worked hard to ensure the successful conviction of all of these defendants for being concerned in
the supply of Class A and Class B drugs, and associated money laundering offences.

“We remain determined to disrupt the supply of illegal drugs which cause so much harm in our communities.
However, our investigation did not stop at the point of conviction.

“We demonstrated how we will continue to pursue every avenue available to us to not only catch criminals
involved in drugs and money laundering offences, but to also deny them the benefits of their criminality. We
frequently revisit outstanding confiscation orders when offenders obtain further assets, legitimate or
otherwise.”



Crime Statistics for April 2025

April 2025 Buckingham | Eastbrook | Hillside | Marine 1 | Southlands | Southwick | St Mary's | St Mary's St TSc:cZI
Green North South | Nicholas
Antisocial Behaviour 1 4 5 4 4 4 5 4 4 35
Bike Theft 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Burglary 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 2 0 5
Criminal Damage 2 4 2 1 3 4 1 4 5 26
Drugs 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 4
Other Crime 0 1 2 5 0 0 0 0 0 8
Other Theft 0 2 0 2 3 2 1 0 0 10
Weapons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Public Order 0 7 1 1 2 0 1 2 0 14
Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Theft Shop 0 0 2 0 0 3 1 9 0 15
Theft Person 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vehicle Crime 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 0 10
Violence & Sex Offences 3 18 15 9 7 13 7 10 2 84
Totals 6 39 30 24 22 31 17 31 12 212
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See the latest Alerts at : https:// worthingnhw.ourwatch.org.uk/




